[Regulatory effects of Bmi-1 gene on self-renewal of hematopoietic stem cells--review].
Self-renewal of hematopoietic stem cells is vital for the sustained daily production of blood cells. The Bmi-1 gene is a putative oncogene belonging to the Polycomb group family. Recent studies have shown that the Polycomb-group gene Bmi-1 is indispensable for regulation of self-renewal of normal and leukemic stem cells. The research progress on structure and function of Bmi-1 gene, and its role in self-renewal of hematopoietic stem cells was reviewed.